


�Introduce you to Playful Cities USA

�Discuss process to apply

�Demonstrate benefits of the 
program

�Elaborate on the value of Play



Vision:

All kids get the childhood they deserve filled with balanced 

and active play, so they can thrive.



�http://youtu.be/6EfwL8cK_U4



�Founded 1996 by CEO Darell
Hammond 

�Offices - Washington, DC & San 
Mateo, CA 

�Playgrounds Built, Open or 
Improved 16,000 

�Volunteers Organized 
1,000,000+

� Children Served 7.4 million 









2014

2015 ?????



�Incorporate Play 
Everywhere

�Toxic Stress

�Family Friendly Cities

�Caring & Engaging Adults

�Balanced Play

�Social Equity



�- is a term used by psychologists to 
describe the kinds of experiences, 
particularly in childhood that can 
affect brain architecture and brain 
chemistry.

�Toxic stress can occur when a child 
experiences strong, frequent, 
and/or prolonged adversity without 
adequate adult support



Children need to develop a skill-
set relevant to today’s 
workforce and are able to 
approach challenges with 
creative solutions in order to 
navigate our complex, ever-
changing world. 



Caring, engaged adults are 
instrumental in ensuring that 
kids receive the balanced and 
active play they need to thrive. 



A balance of play means 
active minds, active bodies, 
and active together to 
realize all of play’s benefits. 











�Vision

�Leadership

�Play Spaces

�Financial Commitment

�Civic Investment

�Track Record



Kaboom is looking for communities that:

�Demonstrate significant collaboration 
among nonprofit partners, foundations, 
municipal agencies, the business 
community, and local civic groups

� Exhibit Mayoral or local governmental 
leadership on the cause of play

� Express the ability and commitment to use 
data to address inequality through 
infrastructure investment, policy change 
and programming as demonstrated in their 
action plans



�Create a Play Committee

�Create an Action Plan 
(Roadmap for Play)

�Demonstrate Financial & Civic 
Investment

�Evaluate & Assess (conduct a 
playspace audit)

�Celebrate (PlayDay)



�Assess - Audits

�Upload - Maps

�Rate - Social 







�What is your city or town doing 
now to keep kids, families and 
communities active, playing and 
healthy?

�What would you want to 
accomplish in the future to 
improve play for all children in 
your community?



�Two Playful City USA highway road signs

�Marketing activation kit 

�Webinars and networking events 

�Exclusive access to Policy Map

�Access to grants offered by KaBOOM!

� Increased stature and competitive 
advantage

�Access to GIS methodology and data 
consultant services

�Best Practices



� Build it with KaBOOM!

Bring outdoor play to your community by working with 
KaBOOM! and our corporate partners.

� Build it Yourself

Kick-off a new, self-guided playground project with 
$15,000 to be used toward playground equipment.
� Creative Play Grants

With their custom built loose parts, Imagination 
Playground and Rigamajig encourage creativity, 
communication, and collaboration in play.
� Non-KaBOOM! Grants

While not offered by KaBOOM!, these grant 
opportunities can help your community in a variety of 
play and playground related ways.



� $750 Spruce Grant

�USA Weekend Labor Day edition 22million 
households

� Training – webinars

�Helped move dead end project @ Windswept

�Got more focus for budget – CIP & STEAP 
grants









�http://youtu.be/OTZeuVNoqXE




